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Dear friends,

The 2006 legislative session, which began Jan. 9, is a short one — only 60 days — but an
important one for our district and the state.
Olympia Office: District Office:

: As we approach the midway point of this session, | wanted to briefly outline in this
436 John L. O'Brien Bldg. 408 West 4th (Central

newsletter some of the key priorities | am addressing on your behalf at the state Capitol.

P.0. Box 40600 Bonded Collectors Bldg.)

Olympia, WA 98504-0600 Moses Lake, WA 98837 At the top of that list is the expansion and development of the ethanol and biodiesel in-
Phone: (360) 786-7932  Phone: (509) 766-6585 dustries which could pump millions of dollars into the Eastern Washington economy and create
Toll-free hotline: 1-800-562-6000 more jobs.

E-mail: holmquis_ja@leg.wa.gov _ | am also continuing work to expand access to affordable health care, better protect us
Website: http://hrc leg.wa.gov/members/holmauist.htm against arson, repeal the death tax, protect the usage of water for agriculture and livestock,
Committees: reform workers' compensation, unemployment and our minimum wage laws, and find ways to
Housing (Ranking Republican) help Washington retain current jobs and attract new jobs in the private sector.

Commerce and Labor
Economic Development, Agriculture & Trade
Transportation

As always, I'm interested to hear from you. Please feel free to contact me with your ques-
tions, comments and ideas.

. . Thank you for the honor of allowing me to serve you!
Special Committees:

Joint Legislative Audit Review Committee ' ?‘/_(
Joint Committee on Water Supply during Drought

Pacific NorthWest Economic Region (PNWER)

Council of State Governments - Agricultural Task Force Rep. Janéa Holmquist
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13th District

Representative
Janéa Holmquist
13th District

AGRICULTURE
and WATER

Priority: Strengthen the family farm
by providing tax relief, allowing
families to use their land as

intended, and ensuring access to : “ LAND USE

water. ' ﬂ Priority: Protect private property
Much of our local economy in the 13th District is dependent upon i 2 rights and prevent government
agriculture and access to water. | am continuing to fight on behalf of from taking property without

the farmer to protect our right to continue our agricultural practices.

It's why | sought and received an opinion from Attorney General Rob
McKenna after the state Department of Ecology (DOE) imposed a 5,000
gallon-per-day limit on the amount of groundwater livestock owners
could draw without a permit. With his help, | was able to clarify stock
watering rights and DOE backed down.

| am continuing to seek suspension of the water relinquishment
"use-it-or-lose it” law for those in the Odessa Sub-Area Aquifer so that
irrigators may temporarily stop withdrawing groundwater to allow the
aquifer to recharge without the fear of losing their water right to the
state. Plus, | am working for increased water storage for our farmers.

compensation.

Our state constitution is very clear: “No
private property shall be taken or dam-
aged for public or private use without just
compensation having been first made.” We
need to hold government accountable to
the law. We also must ensure that eminent
domain is used only for the case of public
good — not so that government can buy

| your land for less than its value and sell it

back at a higher rate to a private interest.
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